Evaluation of a dental health education program for midwives.
The aim of the present study was to evaluate the effect of a dental health program for the midwives in primary health care services in Izmir, Turkey. One hundred sixty-four midwives participated in the pilot project. The program was evaluated by quantitative and qualitative methods. The quantitative method assessed the improvement of the dental knowledge level, whereas the qualitative method was conducted to determine the assessments of the participants. The percentages of correct responses given to knowledge items were higher after the program. The midwives defined their role as an important first step for dental services. Education atmosphere was the best characteristic of the program, whereas lack of a written document was an important limitation. Despite some limitations, the program was an effective way of improving the oral health knowledge of the midwives and their motivation for dental services.